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He prepared an access system
which facilitates discovery of law

Malik’s company is

still little-known today,
but is an essential
building block of India’s
legal landscape

By MALATHI NAYAK

malathi.n@l tnt.com

ven as a leenager,
Surendra Malik knew
that the family legal

publishing business was where
he would would end up.

“My father and uncle built
this institution brick by bric
he says. “Interaction with law-
vers, barristers, judges, profes-
sors suited their temperament.
From then on, it was a great in
spiration for me to read and
learn about the law and that
became part of the family cul-

Malik is rtalking about the
Eastern Book Co., which his fa-
ther and uncle jointly set up in
1942, Today, Malik's company
is still little known, at least
outside the profession, but is
an essential building block of
India's legal landscape.

1t is thanks to Malik that le-
gal practitioners have ea -
cess to case law in India,
ing back to 1950 as well as
judgements of the Privy Coun-
cll, the apex court during Brit-
ish rule. In short, 61-year-old
Malik is the person responsi-
ble far the rows of tan coloured
volumes of Supreme Court
cases that invariably line up
any self-respecting lawyer or
judge’s chambers.

The concept first took root
when Malik was doing an un-
dergraduate programme at the
Law ulty of Delhi Univer.
ty. In the three y
Malik noti
dents nor teachers had access
to case law. Instead, the focus
was on studying the law as it
existed without the advantage
of studying how it had been
practised.

At the same time, his profes-
sors had begun to experiment
with teaching law based on ac-
tual court judgements, recalls
Malik. Soon, he was isting
teachers in preparing study
material on case law as there
was nothing readily available,

After three years of analys-
ing Supreme Court judge-
ments, 1 learnt how to analyse
and find the law,” notes Malik.

Malik then left for New York
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Expert insight: Fastern Book Co.’s Surendra Malik. His company offers a set of 264 volumes of the reports of
Supreme Court rulings with more than 30,000 judgements from 1964,

lawyers were cyclostyling Su-
preme Court orders and direc-
tions while maintaining per-
sonal registers of names and
numbers of past cases to aid
their legal research.

Quickly passing up an op-
portunity to join the profession
as a practising lawyer, Malik
decided to immerse himself in
the family business and began
compiling and editing books,
trademarked as Suprenie Court
Cases.

were a year or two late,” ex-
plains Malik. At the same time,
he discovered that new sub-
jects of study were emerging in
law. For instance, when the
legislature created numerous
laws, following pro-labour
measures and land reforms, it
led to an addition of new terms
in the legal lexicon, Malik says
he also realized that there was
lack of uniformity in the index
system of the journals and the
cases were classified in a hap-

“1 studled other existing sys-
tems from other publications
like All India Reporter, Income
Tax Reporter and Madras Law
Journal—they are longstand-
ing journals,” he says. “New
and modern elements of the
law had not come in. [ wanted
to prepare an access system,
which can facilitate the discov-
ery of law,"

S0, starting In 1971, Malik
spent the next 20 years of his
life putting together a digest of

judgement from 1950 through
1971. He classified them al-
phabetically under different
headings—usually non-statu-
tory and statutory topics.

That entailed weeding out
typographical and grammati-
cal errors in the original judge-
ments, preparing headnotes
and footnotes to simplify re-
search and adding cross refer-
ences to other journals that
have also reported the same
case.

It is another matter that it
also gave him a bird's eye view
of the legal history of a young
democracy as it emerged from
two centuries of colonial rule.
Some of them, as he recalled,
were the cases in the 50s and
60s when the Supreme Court
laid emphasis on the value of
the freedom of the press, the
cases during the emergency in
1975 when Indira Gandhi at-
tempted to take on the judicia-
ry and curb the freedom of the
press and the mantra of judi-
cial activism that fol-
lowed a few years lat-
er, wherein the judi-
ciary enlarged its ju-
risdiction and
intervened in matters
of public Interest.

Reminiscing about
the India he returned
to, he talks of the at-
mosphere that was
rife with political and
judicial controversy
when Gandhi was in
power and "soclalism
was the main theme.”

Landmark judgements, like
the one that abolished privy
purses and brought about the
nationalization of banks, and
cases where the Parliament
and judiciary were seen fight-
ing for centre stage were all
handed down at the time.

Today, Eastern offers a set of
264 volumes of the reports of
Supreme Court judgements,
with more than 30,000 judge-
ments  from 1969, Assisting
Malik is is a team of 30-40 legal
experts and other writers.

From the beginning, Malik
kept his interaction with judg-
es and lawyers minimal to en-
sure he reported the judge-
ments objectively.

He also he felt the need
to consciously maintain dis-
parity between his own views
and those of the court. But, in
a few instances, Malik did as-
sert his opinion, as most legal
writers do, through their man-
uscripts.

“When I have felt strongly on
an issue, 1 have humbly put
forth my view,"” he says , point-
ing to labou v and rent con-
trol matters where he felt that
soclal justice in favour of la-
bourers and tenants alone
sometimes resulted in injus-
tice. “But [ am not a critic of
the court, 1 only assist the
court.”

In early 1995, Fastern con-
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push the concept as most law-
yers weren't using computer

“It was a very exciting time,”
he recalls. "We went around
the market, introducing people
to our CD-Roms and teaching
them about computers, In the
last 10 years lawyers have a be-
come e about computers,
This endeavour took comput-
ers to the legal fraternity be-
sides simplifying research.”

Additional solicitor general
of Indla Gopal Subramaniam
has known Malik professional-
ly since he is on the editorial
board of the Supreme Court
cases as well as personally. “1
have known Mr. Malik through
my father, even before | joined
legal practice,” he says, de-
scribing M as an "indefati-
ble work who carries
himself with an unassuming
demeanour.

“Mr. Malik has truly mas-
tered the art of reading and re
porting judgements. Although
the official publication of the
Supreme Court cas-
es is another publi-
cation called the Su-
preme Court Report-
er, it is the Supreme
Court Cases  that
practitioners prefer
1o use in courts for
ready reference.”

Eastern's  books
for law students are
also  very popular
and include the 20th
edition Industrial
Laws by Malik's fa-
ther, P.L. Malik. The book has
been in print for the past 50
years and is one of the oldest
legal books in India.

“Our student boc
no-profit, no-loss” basis, says
Malik. “We have to think of
students in smaller towns.”

These days, Malik’s two sons
and nephews, all educated in
either law or business manage-
ment, work at Eastern. Sitting
in his office, Malik points out
photographs of his father and
uncle, both of whom worked
until they were 80 years old.
What about his own retirement
plans: “I am not doing a job,”
he says with a smile,
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